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LORAINE CLEAVELAND LAVENDAR,
1902-1987
We Have Lost a Beloved Friend
by Fern Lyon
Loraine Lavendar died at her home in Santa Fe on Satur day, Ju ly 18.
T he Hi storical Society of New M exico owes mu ch of its current vita lity and effectiveness to her lead ership, knowl edge, wisdo m, and cha rm.
In 1959 , w hen th e sta te sto pped suppo rt ing the Society, Lorain e attended th e
reorgani zati on meetin g and later served as vice pre sident. Then when Rol and Dick y
left for C alifornia she becam e pre sident. This was in the mid 1970s. She served in that
cap acity until 1979. Since then she has cont inued to serve on our Board of Directors.
In 1985 the Society recogn ized her long service to us and her wide interests in the
promotion of knowl edge of the histo ry of New Me xico when we presented her with a
bronze statue entitled "Law ma n. "

.

Lorain e Lavender and Sculpto r Curtis Fort wi th the 1985 Board of Directors' Award,
the Law ma n.
Loraine's own family history is intricate ly interwoven with N ew M exico
histor y. It began w hen her gra ndfa ther,
W illiam Raymond M orl ey, came to,
Colfax County in 1871 while he was
wo rking as civil engineer for General
William Palm er , building railroad s in
Kan sas and Col or ad o . Gen. Palm er had
becom e pr esident of the newl y-formed
M axwell Land Gr ant and Railway
Com pan y. Young M orl ey was to handle
surveying and other engineering cho res
involved in th e opening of the gigantic
M axwell Land Gra nt to settlers. Before
lon g M orl ey was promoted to the job of
genera l man ager. T he genera l man ager
was prov ided with living qu arters in the
fam ou s M axwell mansion in C ima rro n.
It was here M orl ey brou ght his br ide,
Ada M cPherson M orl ey, in 1873 .
Lor ain e's mother , Agnes, was born in
the man sion in June, 1874 .
All thi s tim e, M orl ey was wr estlin g
with th e overw helming problems of the
M axwell Gr ant - insufficient incom e,
squatters wh o refused to pay for the
land they occupi ed , min ers who refused
to pay lease fees or royalt ies, attem pts
of the increasingly powerful Sant a Fe
Ring to tak e ove r the w ho le ente rprise.
O ne of the thi ngs M orl ey did wa s to
prepar e a map , not only of the Gr ant
but of th e who le T erri tory of N ew Mexico. It showed the position of land
grants, Indi an lands, top ograph y, resources, and pr ovided all sorts of useful
informati on . M an y of us rememb er
Lor ain e's lovingly reprodu ced copies of
the "M orley M ap" for special friend s. If
you have one of them , consider yourself
lucky.
T his is no time to go into all the complex rami ficati on s of the Co lfax Coun ty
War w hich grew out of the probl ems
Ge nera l M an ager M orl ey faced on
the M axwell. Eno ugh for us to say
Lor aine's gra ndfather left his job there
and went back to civil engineering. He

/

surveyed the rou te now used by the Atchison, Topeka, and Santa Fe including
an extension to Gu aymas, Me xico . He
was killed und er mysterious circum sta nces in Chihuahu a in 188 3 . He was
36 years old.
Ada Morley and her young family
moved to the Dat il are a to operate a
ranch M orle y owned there. Loraine's
mother , Agnes Morley Cleaveland , has
left a spellbinding account of their experiences in her best-selling book , No
Life for a Lady.
Agnes left the ran ch , reluctantl y, to
go to high schoo l and college, gra duating from Stanford abo ut 1900. In
Ca lifornia she met her hu sb and ,
Newt on Cleaveland , a fellow Stanford
gradua te. Lor ain e was born in Palo Alto
"w here," she wrot e in a third-grad e
essay, "I was living at th e time. "
Lor ain e had a happy, bu sy childhood
divided betw een California and New
M exico w here her gra ndmother Morley
cont inued to live on the ranch. She went
to high schoo l in Berk eley, spent her
freshm an college year at the Uni versity
of N ew Me xico , and gradua ted from
Stanford in 19 24. She taught history
and ph syical educa tion in California until 1930 when she marri ed George Keffer. T hey we re lat er divorced.
During World War II Lor aine and her
moth er lived on the ranch in Dat il.
T ogeth er they built the log hou ses still
used there. She wo rked in Datil as
bookkeeper for the Lavender Lumber
Compan y. In 1946 she married George
Lavend ar. Soon after th at the y mo ved
to O cat e in M ora County and ran a
lumberin g op erati on there. Lor ain e had
fond memori es of O cat e for the rest of
her life. In 1949 , the Lavenders sold the
O cat e out fit and we nt into a partnership
at Pot C reek Lumber Compan y near
Taos . By th is time Lor aine was vice
president of the firm.
Th e Lavende rs moved to Santa Fe in

the earl y 1950s and "Sawmill Road" is
named for their Pot Creek Company
operation there - it was far out of town
in those days. She and George Lavender
were later divorc ed.
With the mo ve to Santa Fe, Lor aine's
life as a bu sy civic-minded club woman
came to a peak. Through the influence
of friends of her mo ther in Santa Fe she
"Joined everything in town."
She had been a member of the League
of Women Voters in California where
her mother had earlier been an active
Sufragette. Loraine used to tell wonderful stories about marching with her
mother in parades in San Francisco,
with a yellow ribbon across her chest
reading "Votes for Women." Eventually
Loraine became state legislative chairman for the California League. In Santa
Fe she wa s asked to encourage reorg anization of the moribund League
there. With characteristic enthusiasm
she plunged into League projects and
was closely invol ved in getting the New
Me xico Personnel Act passed. She served on the New Mexico Personnel Board
for many years.
Recently she typed out this list of
some of the things she was involved in
then-and she was sure she'd forgotten
some. Here is her list:
League of Women Voters , New Me xico
Vice President, Board Member,
Santa Fe
Secr etary Sta te Board
State Legislat ive Ch airman
State Organi zation Ch airman
Altrusa Club of Santa Fe, President and
Board Member
Historical Society of New Mexico ,
Vice President, Secretary, President,
Board Member
Historical Society of Santa Fe, President
Board of Trustees-Friends of College
of Santa Fe-Secretary
Lay Board - St. Vincent's Hospit al
Governor's Ad visor y CouncilPersonnel Administr ation
Old Santa Fe Association-Board of
Trustees
Citizens Conference on New Me xico
Courts , 1964
Regional American Assembl y on State
Legislatures in American Politics,
participant from New Mexico , 1966
What all of us who have worked with
her in such org aniz ations remember
most fondly about Loraine is not onl y
her leadership, but her thoughtfulness ,
her kindness , her generosity, and ma ybe
most of all her beguiling sense of
humor. Lor ain e was alwa ys great fun to
be with.
F.L.
See page 2 fo r m ore on Grandf ath er
M orley, w ritten by No rma n Cleaveland, Loraine's brother.
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EDITORS NOTE: T he Board of Directors' Awards, presented to distinguished
contributors to the preservation and
dissemination of New Mexico history
are created by New Mexico Sculptor
Curtis Fort. Curtis crafted the Lawman,
presented to Loraine Lavender in 1985
and the Lancer of the King given to Fray
Angelico Ch avez earlier this year. In addition he created M ountain M an, presented to J ack Boyer in 1984 and
Cowgirl pre sented to Myra Ellen
Jenkins in 1986. Curtis don ates his art
work to the Society; the onl y cost is th at
of the casting. We appreciate his enthu siasm and generos ity.

Fray Angelico Chavez
Receives Board of
Directors Award-19 8 7
Throughout the anna ls of its long history the name s of severa l New Me xico
families have been recorded throughout
three sovereignties, Spanish , Me xican
and United States. Members of one
such famil y, originally Duran and
Chaves, have appeared in virtu ally
every generation as political leaders,
members of the clergy , schol ar s and
poets. A distinguished son of that family
is honored today by the Historical
Society of New Mexico.
Christened M anu el, the eldest of ten
children of Fabi an Chavez and Nicolasa
Ro ybal, was born in Wagon Mound.
"Fray Angelico " was selected as his
religious name in the course of his training within the Franci scan Order , the
pen name used even since his retirement
from the Order. For over thirty years he
served as priest to various parishes and
Indian pueblos. Serving as chaplain in
the 77th Infantry Division during World
War II he was at the beach landings on
Guam and Leyte; he held the rank of
major, and saw service again briefl y
from 1950-1952 during the Korean
War.
M an y publications reveal Fray Angelico Chavez as a liter ay figure and sensitive, gifted poet. The following are but
a few of these contrib utions: Clothed
w ith the Sun; Eleven Lady Ly rics and
Other Poems ; T he Lad y f rom To ledo;
New M exico Triptych; Th e Virgin of
Port Lligat; From an A ltar Screen; La
Conquistadora, the Autobi ograph y of
an Ancient Statu e (the Patroness of
Hi spanic New Mexico's own story) and
the more scho larly account, Our Lad y
of the Conquest. Artist , as well as poet,
the author him self also created the illustrations. He painted the murals in the
late, and lamented , Pefia Blanca church.
Various aw ards have attested to his contributions to the arts, including the Cardin al Ne wm an Key for poetry and history, the Governor's 1976 awa rd for the
New Me xico Art s Commission , on e
from the Catholic Poetry Society and
another from the N ational Conference
of Chri stian s and Jews. T wice has the
Uni versit y of New M exico bestowed
upon him an honorar y degree.
(Co ntinued on page 2, col. 3) L?

1988 ANNUAL MEETING
BOOK AUCTION
The April 1988 Annual Meeting of
the Historical Society of New Me xico
will be held jointly with the Ari zon a
Historical Society at Grand C an yon .
For the Book and Object Auction we
seek donations of books that relate to
the history a n d culture of the
southwest , objects of , either ,
humorous and serious historical interest.
We invite members of the
Arizona Historical Society to contribute to the auction. The proceeds
will be divided between the two
Societys. Your generous contributions ,
remember, are tax deductable.
In New Mexico send your donations
to the Society at P.O. Box 5819 , Santa
Fe, N.M . 87502 or deliver them to
Charles Bennett at the Museum of New
Mexico , Hi stor y Librar y, 110
Washington Ave. , Santa Fe. In Arizona
send , or deliver, your donations to the
Arizona Historical Society's Offices.

SOME OMISSIONS IN
LAS VEGAS HISTORY
by Norman Cleaveland
The coming of the railroads was one of
the most momentous events in New
Mexico's history, and certainly was the
most momentous in the history of Las
Vegas. The first railroad into the territory was the Atchison, Topeka &
Santa Fe which in 1878 crossed over
Raton Pass after following the Santa Fe
Trail across the Great Plains. During its
early years in the territory this railway
made its New Mexico headquarters in
Las Vegas. Nearby Fort Union then
became redundant and was abandoned.
From 1878 to 1883 Las Vegas was
the home town for W.R. Morley and
his family. He was the Chief Location
Engineer for the AT &SF, and to confuse competitors he had located much of
the rail route over Raton Pass while
disguised as a sheepherder. Subsequently he took possession of the Pass
after a midnight race of some twenty
miles in buckboards. Engineers from
the Denver & Rio Grande Railroad lost
the race. During his surveying and occupation exercises, Morley had received
much cooperation from his friend "Uncle Dick" Wooton who operated a toll
road over Raton Pass.
A couple of months after acquiring
Raton Pass for the AT&SF, Morley
consolidated the company's position by
a forty-mile midnight ride on horseback
from Pueblo to Canyon City and occupied Colorado's Royal Gorge ahead
of the D&RG again.
But contemporaries considered Morley's most significant achievement to
have been the building of a railroad
across Sonora's blazing deserts from
Guaymas, on the Gulf of Lower California, to Nogales in Arizona. This was
accomplished in the face of chaotic and
generally unfriendly political conditions, and with unskilled labor. Supplies
had to be shipped around the Horn of
South America from either Europe or
the eastern seaboard of the U.S.A. Success in building that railroad led directly
to an involved deal by which the
AT &SF gained access into California.
All of California and the entire
Southwest benefitted from the breaking
of the S.P.'s California monopoly.
On January 3, 1883, Morley was
shot to death in southern Chihuahua,
alledgedly by accident, but under such
confused circumstances that murder
was highly probable, particularly because of the really serious threat he then
presented for a clique of top-level officials in New Mexico who had committed previous serious crimes about which
Morley was well informed. This clique
was known as the Santa Fe Ring and
consisted of highly educated and experienced lawyers who had been appointed rather than elected to office,
and who were under oath to uphold the
law. However, the Ring apparently felt

quite secure because of the support they
enjoyed from some of the most powerful financiers on Wall Street, financiers
who eventually became known as Robber Barons.
During 1875-76 Morley had been
engaged in violent conflict with the
Santa Fe Ring. The highlight of this
conflict was when New Mexico's governor, S.B. Axtell, together with the territory's chief justice, H .L. Waldo, implemented a particularly treacherous
conspiracy to have Morley and three of
his colleagues shot down on March 18,
1876, by troops from Fort Union. The
conspiracy failed because of a foul-up in
its final stages, during which Morley
became fully aware of the governor's
written instructions regarding the
treachery.
Waldo resigned shortly before the
federal investigation that followed.
However, Axtell was sacked by President Hayes. But such was the power of
Axtell's supporters that he was subsequently vindicated when President
Chester A. Arthur appointed him chief
justice of New Mexico's supreme court.
In such a capacity Axtell no doubt
would be confronted by Morley when
the latter returned to his Las Vegas
home from Mexico. However, such a
confrontation never took place because
after the "accident" in southern
Chihuahua only Morley's corpse returned for burial in Las Vegas.
103 years later-i.e. , during June of
1986-the Historical Society of New
Mexico held its annual meeting in Las
Vegas. Some fifty papers were
presented, none of which dealt with the
railroads, the Colfax County War, Axtell's murder conspiracy, Fort Union,
W.R. Morley, or the fact that both he
and his wife are buried in Las Vegas.
Also not mentioned was the oversight of
these events in several pertinent
historical accounts published under the
auspices of the Historical Society during
the past year.
Such oversights indicate that the solid
foundation of New Mexico's recorded
history, as was established by the Santa
Fe Ring's historians, omitted much that
was factual. Their objective apparently
was to improve the images of such Ring
members as Axtell and Waldo while at
the same time trying toestablish that the
Ring was a bit of fiction dreamed up by
Democratic soreheads and other
trouble-makers. Many well-intended
scholars have been misled, as is so obvious. This is not surprising considering
how competent were the Ring's socalled historians. But it is hoped that in
the future New Mexico's scholars will
be a bit more cautious when dealing
with the history of Las Vegas and some
of the stalwarts who once made their
homes there.
N.C.

.......-_-------------

The New Mexico Preservation Coalition
The New Mexico Preservation Coalition has been formed and incorporated under the
laws of the State of New Mexico. The Coalition has been established to encourage
community preservation efforts throughout the state by providing advice and technical
and other form s of assistance. As a project-oriented group, the following purposes
have been adopted:
sional organizations and for local and
To enhance the appreciation of the
state
governmental bodies.
education, historical architectural, sciTo
address preservation concerns in
entific and ae sthetic significance of New
Mexico's environmental heritage, inthose areas of the state not represented
by other organizations.
cluding historic buildings, structures,
objects, districts a nd prehistoric and
To provide expert advice for the prohistoric sites.
tection, preservation, stabilization and
To disseminate information and
repair of historic and prehistoric prostimulate public interest in historic
perties.
To cooperate with and encourage
preservation through the preparation of
educational programs for the general
other public or private organizations
having similar educational purposes by
public, for local and state historical
means of advice, publicity, financial
societies and other public or profes2

BOOK REVIEW

Fray Angelico Chavez

(continued)
But it is Fray Angelico Chavez the
historian that the Historical Society of
New Mexico especially recognized at its
annual conference in Roswell. My

Queen, New Mexico:
A Historical Perspective on
the Settlement in the
Guadualupe Mountains

Penitente Land: Reflections on Spanish
New Mexico provides a real under-

by Patricia Patterson
Hall-Poorbaugh Press, Inc., Roswell,
New Mexico. 1985. 232 pages,
tables. Hardcover 814.98.
Reviewed by Mike Swick

standing of Colonial Hispanic attitudes
and values. The provocative "PoheYernos's Representative and the Pueblo
Revolt" in the New Mexico Historical
Review for 1967 has stimulated a reanalysis of that dramatic epoch. His
Origins of New Mexico Families has
saved researchers months of effort in
identifying those whose names appear
throughout the Spanish archives, as well
as being a model of how proper genealogy should be conducted. The
meticulously listed church records in

The work details the life and times of
one of the last waves of pioneers to
enter the American Southwest, whose
destination was the plains and deserts of
southeastern New Mexico. Today as
well as then this area is noted for its arid
climate, and this book does well in
describing the hardships involved in
eking out an existence under harsh circumsances. The author describes the
settlement of Queen, New Mexico from
its inception at the turn-of-the-century
to its eventual abandonment during the
late 1930s due to a prolonged drought.
The story details the day-to-day experiences 0 the settlement's inhabitants
and their attempts to succeed in establishing their families in a hostile environment.
The author relies heavily upon stories
told to her by people who helped settle
the region. Many of the oral histories
are remarkably vivid considering the
number of years that has elapsed since
their occurrence; oldtimers relate the
climatic changes from one year to the
next, as well as different individuals'
personalities, their dress and manners.
However, the true value of this work is
in the listing of original homesteading
families of the area. Geneology tables
also help. Such information will provide
insight to anyone interested in the
history of this vast area.
This book is recommended primarily
as a research tool, for it follows no particular pattern. As a collection of oral
histories of both primary and secondary
nature, it is a source for local historians.

The Archives of the Archdiocese of Santa Fe, records which reveal the real
vitality as well as the vital statistics of
New Mexico, is likewise a model for archival organization. The record of virtually every phase of the 18th century,
economic, ecclesiastical, Pueblo Indian
description, social, is to be found in the
monumental work, coauthored with
Eleanor B. Adams, Th e Missions of
New Mexico, 1776, A Description by

Fray Francisco Atanasio Dominguez
with Other Contemporary Documents,
with its superb annotation, published in
1956. So important was this tome to
New Mexico historians that the Cultural Properties Review Committee
sponsored a second edition twenty years
later as its contribution to the Bicentennial of the American Revolution, with a
second volume by John L. Kessell bringing the account through the next 200
years. For the Bicentennial also in 1976
the state commissions of Utah, New
Mexico, Colorado and Arizona published Angelico's translation of Th e
Dominguez-Escalante Journal through
those states. In recent years he has produced biographies of two of New Mexico's long-maligned native priests, But
Time and Chance, the documented
story of Padre Antonio Jose Martinez of
Taos and Tres Ma cho-He Said of Jose
Manuel Gallegos.
And hence, the Executive Board of
the Historical Society of New Mexico
voted its award of this Lancer of the
King for 1987 to our fellow historian,
Fray Angelico Chavez, with deep appreciation and much respect.
M.E.].
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M.S.

PLAN NOW
to join us and the
Arizona Historical Society
at Grand Canyon,
April 21-24, 1988

•
assistance, and other means. To provide
liaison with and assistance to the State
Historic Preservation Division and
other governmental agencies. To lobby,
as allowed by law, before local, state
and national governmental bodies as
necessary to insure the protection of the
prehistoric and historic patrimony of
the state .
To accept, hold and administer gifts
of money, securities or other property
of whatsoever character for the purpose
of carrying out the programs of the
Coalition.
To operate exclusively for charitable
and educational purposes as referred to
in Section 501(C)(3) of the Internal
Revenue Code of 1954 (or the corresponding provisions of any future United
States Internal Revenue Law).
As this new Coalition gets underway,
the Historical Society of New Mexico
lends its sincere support. The Board of
Directors of the Society see the forma-

tion of the Coalition as a potentially
strong historic preservation advocate
and partner in our mutual desire and
goal of preserving the documents, the
objects, the sites and the architecture of
our historic patrimony. You will notice
that two members of the Historical
Society's Board of Directors served as
organizational founders and now serve
on the Board of Directors of the New
Mexico Preservation Coalition.
Officers:
Herbert Dick, President
David Snow, Vice-President
Mary Davis, Secretary
Ellen Bradbury, Treasurer
Directors:
Nancy Arnon, Charles Carrillo,
Quintin Wilson, John P. Conron,
Myra Ellen Jenkins, Terry Lamm,
Danny Martinez, Michael Moquin,
Marina Ochoa, Adrian DeWindt,
Orlando Romero.

Please join in these efforts. Membership dues in the New Mexico Preservation
Coalition are $10 per person per year. If you wish to join, send the membership
application below to: New Mexico Preservation Coalition
P.O. Box 10626, Albuquerque, New Mexico 87184
Yes, I want to join the Coalition. Enclosed is a check (made out to the New Mexico
Preservation Coaltion) in the amount of
for
membership(s).
Name

_

Address

_

Phone _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _(da y)

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _(evening)

AND MORE BOOK REVIEWS ...
Legacy of Honor,
The Life of Rafael Chacon,
a 19th Century New Mexican
Edited by Jacqueline Dorgan Meketa
(University of New Mexico Press,
Albuquerque, NM 87131. 439
pages, 824.95. Paper, 812.95.)
Reviewed by Fern Lyon
This is an important book, by and
about an important man, with important contributions to our understanding
of our history.
Don Rafael Chac6n was born to a
prominent Santa Fe family in 1833. He
lived to be 92. During his lifetime he
participated in most of the significant
events in New Mexico's pre-railroad
history. In his 70s he wrote the story of
his life for his children.
Jacqueline Meketa learned of Don
Rafael's manuscript from Vera Chac6n
de Padilla of Albuquerque, and prepared it for publication. In the course of
background research she discovered additional letters and documents by Don
Rafael, supporting military and civil
records, and interviews published in
contemporary newspapers and magazines. She added much of that to the
original account along with her own
italicized annotations. The result is illuminating - and a rip-snorting adventure story besides.
A quick run-down of Don Rafael's
adventures:
He was four years old when he witnessed the execution of rebels in front of
the Governor's Palace. He writes:
"... a servant of my father's was
holding me in his arms, and as the shots
were fired, he swooned and fell down
over me. My father, being an officer
and at that moment standing in line
with his soldiers, could not move to
rescue me but had to remain at his post
until others helped me."
At age eleven he was sent with cadets
under orders of General Manuel Armijo
to Chihuahua's "Normal Military
School of the Republic," a sort of prep
school for Chapultepec. Two years later
the New Mexico boys were ordered to
get home the best way they could. The
United States was invading New MexICO.

In Santa Fe 13-year-old Rafael, over
his father's protests, was put in charge
of a light artillery unit by Armijo and
they set off to meet General Stephen
Watts Kearny. Don Rafael writes: "...
all of a sudden, General Armijo issued
orders that the Pueblo Indians and the
militia should return to their homes.
. . . There was a terrifying confusion."
Rafeal's father got his young son and
himself safely back to Santa Fe where he
gathered up the rest of the family and
fled to Chimay6, then to Chamisal.
Then came the uprising of 1847. "I
remember that there was so much terror
instilled by the Americans that when a
dog barked the people killed it, the burros were muzzled so they could not
bray, and if the roosters crowed at
daylight they killed them ...."
The Chacon family was poverty
stricken, but made the best of things.
Our young veteran seems to have relished this life- herding, woodcutting,
trading with Indians. He gives a
marvelous description of the annual
buffalo hunts out on the plains.
He was 21 when he enlisted in Kit
Carson's outfit to fight Indians in the
north. When his hitch was up he got
married and went into Indian trading in
earnest.
By this time his father was senator
from Taos County in the Territorial
Assembly. Rafael got a job as secretary
there, copying bills.
When the Civil War broke out he
joined up again, was made a captain in
Kit Carson's volunteer regiment. He
fought at Valverde. He helped build the

new Fort Wingate near where Grants is
now. He was involved in Kit Carson's
removal of Navajos to Fort Sumner. He
escorted the federally appointed officials
to their jobs in the newly established
Territory of Arizona. He was made
commanding officer at Fort Stanton.
By this time he was in his early 30s,
was suffering from rheumatism and
almost broke. He left the army.
He moved his family to a ranch near
Trinidad where he became a pillar of
the community and was buried in 1925
with much pomp and ceremony.
We all owe a debt of gratitude to his
descendants and to editor Meketa for
F.L.
this book.

Dream Tracks,
The Railroad and the
American Indian 1890-1930
by T.e. McLuhan
Published by Harry N. Abrams,
Inc., New York, 1985
Reviewed by Luke Lyon
Terri McLuhan's Dream Tracks
describes and depicts the early twentieth
century advertising mechanisms of the
Santa Fe Railway to promote tourism in

the Southwest through the use of
posters, brochures, lithographs, folders,
annual calendars, hand-tinted lantern
slides used in lectures and illustrated
maps. The text is a form of socialbusiness history of the railway's promotion of nationalism, culture, romance of
the West and the American Indian. The
color illustrations used are from the
calendar art commissioned by the Santa
Fe and from the William E. Kopplin
lantern slide collection - Kopplin was a
long-time employee of the Santa Fe advertising department. The reproduction
of photographs and the color printing
from the hand-tinted lantern slides is
very good, giving the reader an idea of
just how good the tinting process was
eighty years ago.
But what this book isn't is: It isn't
good photohistory. What follows are
comments, identified by page number,
of problems in the photohistory as used
in this book.
Page 18. McLuhan identifies William
Haskell Simpson as the man who started the promotion of the Southwest to
attract passengers for the Santa Fe.
Singularly missing from this discussion
is any mention of one of the first pro-

CALL FOR PAPERS ....
1988 ANNUAL MEETING
The 1988 Annual Meeting of the Historical Society of New Mexico will be held
in conjunction with the Arizona Historical Society at the Grand Canyon National Park Lodge, Arizona, April 21-24. Sessions for delivery of papers are
scheduled for morning and afternoon of both days.
Sessions will be devoted to topics that relate to the histories of both states, and
it is hoped that each sessions will include a speaker from each state. The Program Committee invites submission of proposals for complete sessions or for individual papers that focus on one of the following subjects: Spanish Colonial
Period; Pre-1860 Expeditions; Post 1860 Expeditions; Indian History; Civil
War; Military; Mining; Ranching; Water and Conservation; Tourism; The
Grand Canyon; Border History and Issues; Railroad Development; Women;
Mormon Settlement; Ethnic Groups; Small Town/Village Development;
Historic Preservation.
Co-chair for the program committee are as follows, and proposals may be
sent to any committee member:
Arizona
Dr. Michael F. Weber
Arizona Historical Soceity
949 E. 2nd Street
Tucson, Arizona 87519

New Mexico
Dr. Darlis A. Miller
Department of History
New Mexico State University
Las Cruces, New Mexico 88003

Dr. William Philips
Arizona State University
History Department
Tempe, Arizona

Dr. Myra Ellen Jenkins
1022 Don Cubero
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87501

DEADLINE FOR PROPOSALS IS DECEMBER 1, 1987.

The Kachina and the
White Man: The Influences
of White Culture
on the Hopi Kachina Cult
By Frederick J. Dockstader. Albuquerque: Univ. of New Mexico Press,
1985. 819.95 cloth, 810.95 paper.
Reviewed by Richard N. Ellis
First published in 1954, The Kachina
and the White Man began as a doctoral
dissertation that was based on field
work conducted between 1934 and
1941. Frederick Dockstader, who subsequently served for twenty years as
director of the Museum of the American
Indian, set out to study the origins and
development of the Hopi Kachina Cult
and to analyze changes resulting from
contact with white culture. This revised
edition includes a new chapter that
assesses the situation some thirty years
later. It includes a chronological list of
Hopi-White contacts from 1540 to
1850, a glossary of Hopi words used in
the text, and an updated bibliography.
Dockstader argues that the Kachina
Cult and its rituals are the most important ceremonial events in the Hopi

religious calendar. The word Kachina
refers to supernatural beings who visit
the villages during the first half of the
year and to the masked impersonators
who participate in ceremonies. They
control weather, help in daily life, provide a link between gods and men, and
also entertain. The Kachinas predate
European contact although some are
the result of contact with whites.
Changes in costume materials have oc~
curred over the years, including the use
of gym shoes. There also have been efforts to suppress the Kachina Cult, but
it has survived and has also seen a
resurgance in recent years. Today, too,
there is a strong interest by the white art
world in Kachina dolls.
This book is a study of the Kachina
Cult, its place in Hopi life, and the
changes that have been caused by white
influences rather than being a catalog of
Kachina costumes or dolls. Other publications provide that type of information although Dockstader's book does
include ample illustrations. It has been a
standard work on the subject, and the
University of New Mexico Press is to be
congratulated for making a revised ediR.E.
tion available.

motional brochures put out by the Santa
Fe: George Amos Dorsey's Indians of
the Southwest, Chicago, 1903. Dorsey
was an anthropologist with the Field
Museum and had been making studies
in the Southwest, especially of the Hopi.
The book is full of early black and white
photographs of the Southwest. The
Santa Fe hired Dorsey to write this
booklet and it was used for the promotion of passenger traffic (copy in New
Mexico State Library LC SW 970.489,
D718i).
Page 34. Here and repeatedly throughout the book the early-day major
photographer of the West, Adam Clark
Vroman, is identified as A.C. Vromans.
Page 36. Says Hopi Snake Dance at
Walpi was photographed in 1912.
Walpi Snake Dances were always held
on odd-numbered years until the last
performance held in 1969.
Page 91. Says John C. Bourke first
visited the Hopi villages in 1878. It
should be John G. Bourke, and Bourke
as at Hopi first in October 1874. She
then quotes Bourke on his description of
Hopi houses. She got the quote from
Edward Dozier who got it from Lansing
Bloom. Unfortunately the quote is of
Bourke's observations of Tesuque
Pueblo on April 16, 1881.
Page 97. "In recent years, a camera
permit has been required in all Hopi
villages, and visitors have been banned
from most religious ceremonies." No
comments are needed about all the
misinformation in this quote.
Page 131. Again refers to the 1912
Walpi Snake Dance-the prints of the
Walpi Snake Dance film used as illustrations were probably taken in 1911,
since Indian superintendent Leo Crane
severely limited movie cameras at the
1913 Walpi Dance. The series of
photographs taken from the movie film
of Walpi are not consistent among
themselves - some are mirror images of
what they should be, e.g., compare
pages 132 and 133.
Page 189. This photograph is identified as a Corn Dance, when anyone
with a minimum of experience in the
Southwest would recognize it as a
Basket Dance.
Elizabeth Willis Del-luff's collection
of hand-tinted lantern slides she used in
the 1920s for her Indian Detour lectures
are as extensive as the collection used in
Dream Tracks (Special Collections,
Zimmerman Library, University of
New Mexico, William E. Tydeman,
director).
L.L.

•••
New Mexico Women
Intercultural Perspectives
Edited by Joan M. Jensen and
Darlis A. Miller
University of New Mexico Press,
Albuquerque, NM 87131. 61/2 x 9 1/2,
409 pages, 829.95. Paper, 814.95.
lllustrated with historic photographs.
Brief biographies of contributors,
notes with each chapter, appendices,
index.
Reviewed by Fern Lyon
Although this is a book about New
Mexico women written and edited by
women scholars, it avoids being the selfconscious paean to their sex we've been
led to expect when women write about
women. This work is objective, candid,
and firmly set in historical perspective.
It enhances and enriches our understanding of our history and should be
on the reference shelf of every library.
Included are such topics as Indian
women of the 16th and 17th centuries
in New Mexico by Cheryl Foote and
Sandra Shackel; the early struggle for
women's rights by Joan Jensen; women
who survived the Lincoln County War
by Darlis Miller, and the surprising independence granted women under
hispanic law by Janet Lecompte.
F.L.
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Call for Nominations
for Awards
The Hi storical Society's awa rds, presented each year during the Annual
Me et in g , reco gni ze out st anding
ac hievement in the se catego ries:
The Paul A. F. Walter Award for service to th e Society or its affiliates.
The Edga r Lee H ew ett Award for service to th e public.
The D orothy Wo odward Award for
education .
The L. Bradford Prince Aw ard for
historic pre servation.
The Lansing B. Bloom Award for
outstanding publication or series of
publicat ion s by a soc iety or institution
(boo ks, monographs , new sletters, brochures, guides , etc.).
The R alph Emerson Twitch ell Award
for signifi cant cont ribution to the field
of history by indi vidu als, organi zations,
or institutions in th e areas of fine arts,
allied profession s, unorthodox but significant art icles or books, exhibits,
demonstrations , series of events, etc.
The Gaspar Perez de Villa gra Award
for outstanding publication by an indi vidu al or in d ivi d ua ls (a rt icl es,
monographs, books, etc. ),
The Fray Francisco Atan asio D ominquez Award for historic surveys and
rese arch.
We welcome nominations for the se
awards. If you or your organization
wish to submit a nomination , please
ga ther th e suppo rting data and send it
to th e Societ y . Gi ve full details wh y th e
nominee should be recognized with the
award. Our jury can make a decision
onl y on the support ing dat a you provide. The nomination should include a
description of the accomplishments of
the individual or organization th at is
nominated for the awa rd. It should include reasons w hy the nominee deserves
to be con sidered for an awa rd. Nomination s for the Bloom and Vill agr a awa rds
should include copies of the publications. Photograph s and thorough
descriptions sho uld acco mpa ny nominat ion s for the Twitchell and Pr ince
awa rds; before and after do cumentation
mu st accompa ny nominations for th e
Prince Award. The awards committee
must have suffi cient information to
judge the merits of the nominees and
also to decide whether an aw ard should
be given. Send nominations to : The
Hi storical Society of New Mexico , P.O.
Box 5819 , Santa Fe, NM 87502; or
deliver to : John P. Conron , 314
McKenzie St. Santa Fe, NM . Deadline
fo r nominations is February 15, 1988.

THE BARBEQUE AT ROSWELL-APRIL 1987
A recovering Ma rk Simm ons greets m em bers of
the Historical Society of
N ew M exi co during the
Gala Barbequ e at the
South Spring Ranch.
(Photog raph by Robert
R. Whi te.)

& THE BOOK AUCTION AT ROSWELL
A lm ost Past President
Joh n Conron sells
another book, with the
help of about to be
President Spencer
Wilson. Carol Cellucci,
Ex ecutive Director wa tches fo r bids wh ile
M yra Ellen Jenk ins
keeps the accoun ts.
(Photograph by Robert
R. Whit e.)

•••••
Th is new sp ap er is publi sh ed b y
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HISTORICAL SOCIETY

•
•
Western Social Science
•

Association Conference
-Denver, April, 1988
The 30th annua l Western Social Science
Associ ation Conference will be held in
Den ver, Colorado April 27-30 , 1988.
Those interested in presenting papers in
Am er ican Indi an Studies should submit
a proposal to: Dr. Tom Schilz , Director, American Indian Studies Program ,
Box 61, M ankato State Uni vers ity,
M ankato, MN 56001 by November 30,
198 7.

NEW MEXICO
From Clovis Man and his mamm oths of
eons past to the dawnin g of a nuclear age at
Los Alamos and this mornin g 's fresh creations at Taos or Santa Fe , here is the captivating story of New Mexico told with
skill, insight , and affec tion. Richly illum inated by some 200 superb illustrations,
New Mexico: The Distant Land is an enduring example of the bookm aker 's craft; its
one hundr ed eighty-four 9 x 12" pages are

Questions co ncerning the Society's
awa rds sho uld be add ressed to Robert
R. White, Ch airm an of th e Aw ards
Committee, 140 9 Las Lomas Rd. N E ,
Albuquerque, New M exi co 87 106
(telep ho ne 247-3 13 8)
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Th e weathe r delightful; the food ex cellent; the setting gran d. It was enjoyed by all. (Photog raph by
Bett y Parker)

hardboun d and wrapped in a hand some
four-color dust jac ket.
In thoughtful , candid narrative Dan Murphy vividly recreates New Mexico 's pastthe momentous events and the remarkabl e
men and women whose saga makes an unforge ttab le reading adventure. The Anasaz i
and Mogollon , Fray Marcos and Estevan,
Alvarado and Diego de Vargas , Henry
Sibley and Willi am R. Morley, and so many
more - their singular achievements shine
from these pages in the mesa's improbabl e
purple shadow or beneath Alamogordo's
omi nous clo ud, echoing the shrieking steel
flange and the kiss of sable brush to canvas .
From Kachin a and EI Dorado to Georgia
O'K eeffe and Los Alamos, here a kaleido scope of nature and culture dazzles the eye
and the mind .
Lovers of New Mexico and fine histor y
writing everywhere will treasure this won-

derful addition to their book shelves for

years to come .
Author Dan Murph y first traveled the
Sant a Fe Trail as a teena ger and was, like so
many others, enchanted. Departin g for so
long as it took to earn his B.A . (anthropology) and his M .A. (history) from the State
University of New York, and another M.A .
from South ern Illinoi s, he returned to his
adopted state. Trying his hand at classical
music , law enforcement , teaching , and
archa eolog y, Murphy found a congenial
hom e editing and writin g for the National
Park Ser vice in Santa Fe. Along the way he
inaugur ated the Gran Quivira Conference
on Spanish Colonial Histor y, an annual
gathering at which scholars share data and
promote projects and resear ch fundin g.
Murphy 's publications include the awardwinnin g Lewi s & Clark: Voyage of
Disco very,

New Mexico: The Distant Land
by Dan Murphy
Eas t of Las C ruces th e ro ck y O rga n M ou ntia ns towe r a bove th e
so ut he rn New Mex ico de sert , just o ne gran d exa mp le o f th e state's
co mpel ling bea uti fu l landform s. Th e narrow-leafed yucca (left)
typ ifies th e cun ning ly hard y plant s a nd a nima ls whi ch thri ve in har mon y with t he a rid earth . Co u rtesy , New M exico Sta te Record s
center & Archives ( N M SRC A)

1985,1 84 pp., $ 24.95 ISB N 0-8978 1-119-4
ORDER FROM: Wind sor Publication s, Inc. Post Office Box 9071
Northridge , CA 91328 • Teleph one (818) 700-0200 , Ext. 88
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